
Essential Civil War Curriculum | Fernando Ortiz, Jr., Kate Stone | May 2023 

 

  

 

 

Essential Civil War Curriculum | Copyright 2023 Virginia Center for Civil War Studies at Virginia Tech                    Page 1 of 4 

 

 

Kate Stone 
By Fernando Ortiz, Jr. 

 

Resources 

If you can read only one book 

Author  Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Stone, Kate, John Q. Anderson ed. 

 

Brokenburn: The Journal of Kate Stone, 

1861-1868. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State 

University Press. 1972. 

 

Books and Articles 

Author  Title. City: Publisher, Year. | “Title,” in 

Journal ##, no. # (Date): #. 

Chambers-Schiller, Lee Virginia “Gender Equity and the Civil War,” in 

Review in American History 23, no.4 

(December 1995): 612-17, Project MUSE - 

Reviews in American History-Volume 23, 

Number 4, December 1995 (jhu.edu), 

accessed September 30, 2021. 

Dawson, Sarah Morgan 

 

A Confederate Girl’s Diary. Boston, MA: 

Houghton Mifflin, 1913, Sarah Morgan 

Dawson, 1842-1909 A Confederate Girl's 

Diary. (unc.edu), accessed September 30, 

2021. 

Edwards, Laura F.  Scarlett Doesn’t Live Here Anymore: 

Southern Women in the Civil War Era. 

Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2000. 

Faust, Drew Gilpin Mothers of Invention: Women of the 

Slaveholding South in the American Civil 

War. Chapel Hill: University of North 

Carolina Press, 1996. 

———. 

 

Southern Stories: Slaveholders in Peace and 

War. Columbia: University of Missouri 

Press, 1992. 

https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/1702
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/1702
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/1702
https://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/dawson/menu.html
https://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/dawson/menu.html
https://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/dawson/menu.html
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———. 

 

This Republic of Suffering: Death and the 

American Civil War. New York: Alfred A. 

Knopf, 2008. 

Fearn, Francis Hewitt Diary of a Refugee. New York: Moffat, Yard 

and Co, 1910, 

http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/fearn/menu.html,  

accessed September 30, 2021. 

Gallaway, B.P. ed.,  Texas: The Dark Corner of the Confederacy, 

Contemporary Accounts of the Lone Star 

State in the Civil War. Lincoln: University of 

Nebraska Press, 1994, 

http://tinyurl.com/mwd6uej, accessed 

September 30, 2021. 

Gay, Mary A.H., J. H. Segars, ed.  Life in Dixie During the War. Macon, GA: 

Mercer University Press, 2001. 

Glover, Robert W.  Tyler & Smith County, Texas: An Historical 

Survey. Denton, TX: 1976. 

http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapt

h61117/m1/39/, accessed September 30, 

2021. 

Holmes, Emma, John F. Marszalek, ed. The Diary of Miss Emma Holmes, 1861-

1865. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State 

University Press, 1994. 

Juncker, Clara 

 

“Writing (in) the Contact Zone: Kate Stone’s 

Brokenburn,” in Nordlit 1, no. 1 (February 

1998): 151-63. 

Long, Christopher “Tyler, TX.” Handbook of Texas Online, 

TSHA | Tyler, TX (tshaonline.org), accessed 

September 30, 2021. 

Mobley, Joe A.  Weary of War: Life on the Confederate 

Home Front. Westport, CT: Praeger, 2008. 

Rable, George C.  Civil Wars: Women and the Crisis of 

Southern Secession. Urbana: University of 

Illinois Press, 1989. 

Rubin, Anne Sarah A Shattered Nation:  The Rise and Fall of the 

Confederacy, 1861-1868. Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 2005. 

 

Shugg, Roger Wallace “Survival of the Plantation System in 

Louisiana,” in The Journal of Southern 

History 3, no. 3 (August 1937): 311-25.  

Stowe, Steven M. Keep the Days: Reading the Civil War 

Diaries of Southern Women. Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 2018. 

http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/fearn/menu.html
http://tinyurl.com/mwd6uej
http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth61117/m1/39/
http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth61117/m1/39/
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/tyler-tx
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Sullivan, Walter The War the Women Lived: Female Voices 

from the Confederate South. Nashville, TN: 

J.S. Sanders & Company, 1995. 

Weiss, Harold J., Jr.  “McCulloch, Henry Eustace,” in Handbook 

of Texas Online, 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/a

rticles/fmc35, accessed September 30, 2021. 

Whites, LeeAnn, and Alecia P. Long, eds.  Occupied Women: Gender, Military 

Occupation, and the American Civil War. 

Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University 

Press, 2009. 

Wilson, Edmund 

 

 

Patriotic Gore: Studies in the Literature of 

the American Civil War. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1962. 

Wooster, Ralph A.  “Civil War,” in Handbook of Texas Online, 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/a

rticles/qdc02, accessed September 30, 2021. 

 

Yonke, Jean Mullin “Faulkner’s Civil War Women,” in Faulkner 

Journal 5, no. 2 (Spring, 1990): 39-62.  

Wilson, Edmund 

 

“Three Confederate Ladies: Kate Stone, 

Sarah Morgan, Mary Chesnut,” in Patriotic 

Gore: Studies in the Literature of the 

American Civil War (London: The Hogarth 

Press, 1962), 258-98. 

 

Organizations 

Web Resources 

URL  Name and description 

https://books.google.com/books?id=kfiCy

YcF0HoC&pg=PR27#v=onepage&q&f=fa

lse  

 

This website contains the full text of 

Brokenburn.  

 

 

Other Sources 

Scholars 

Name Email 

Fernando Ortiz, Jr. Remembrance_@hotmail.com  

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fmc35
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fmc35
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/qdc02
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/qdc02
https://books.google.com/books?id=kfiCyYcF0HoC&pg=PR27#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=kfiCyYcF0HoC&pg=PR27#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=kfiCyYcF0HoC&pg=PR27#v=onepage&q&f=false
mailto:Remembrance_@hotmail.com
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Topic Précis   

Kate Stone lived most of her early life at Brokenburn, the family’s plantation in Louisiana 

about 30 miles north west of Vicksburg. The family owned about 150 slaves. Kate attended 

the Nashville Female Academy in Tennessee. She documented her life from 1861 to 1868 

in a diary she named after the plantation. She was fiercely pro-Confederate and her journal 

captured views typical of her time and class. With her brothers and uncle serving in the 

Confederate army, Kate focused on activities to help the war effort. Her diary included 

alternating waves of optimism and dread as she digested the war news. By 1862 at the 

plantation Kate could hear canon fire at Vicksburg. In January 1863 union troops flooded 

the area around Brokenburn. In April they fled Brokenburn and moved to Texas. In 

September they learned of the death of Kate’s brother Coleman from wounds sustained in a 

battle in Mississippi. In late 1863 the family settled in Tyler Texas. Fiercely patriotic to the 

end of the war Kate applauded John Wilkes Booth. In May 1865 reliable news of Robert E. 

Lee’s surrender finally reached Tyler. Kate was crushed, “‘Conquered, submission, 

subjugation’ are words that burn into my heart,” she wrote in mid-May, “and yet I feel that 

we are doomed to know them in all their bitterness ... [W]e will be slaves, yes slaves, of the 

Yankee Government. The degradation seems more than we can bear”. The family returned 

to Brokenburn. was appalled at what she saw. The house was stripped of furnishings. The 

fields were neglected. And former slaves now expected wages for their labor. “How I fear 

that the life at Tyler has spoiled us for plantation life,” she wrote. “Everything seems sadly 

out of time”. The plantation never recovered financially. After the war, Stone wrote less 

regularly in the diary. In late 1869, she married Henry Holmes, a former Confederate 

officer. They had four children. Stone died in late December 1907, age 66, in Tallulah, 

Louisiana.  

**** 


